Racial differences in the incidence of idiopathic congenital talipes equinovarus (club foot) have been reported by several authors,1-4 the lowest incidence being among the Chinese with 0 39/1000 live births. Caucasian populations yield 1 to 2 cases of club foot deformity per 1000, while the highest incidence is found in the Polynesian peoples of the South Pacific with 6-5 to 7/1000 live births.4 5 Polynesia is a vast triangular area with points at Hawaii, Easter Island, and New Zealand. Over the centuries the "land of the long white cloud" in its south-western corner has attracted sea-borne peoples from other islands, the Maori influx being dated around 600 
